
Operation Head s tart 

Al th ough given ve r v sr.ort notice abou t bh1a vit a l project , t he 
people formed a ccmmitte e and proceeded wi t h t he gatheri ng of 
a pcl icati ona . We have close to 250 youngs t ers who ha ve applied for 
t r,i s p r o ject . The exectut1ve commi t tee bea ded b.v t he Rev. J .F . McRee 
cons i sts o f people who re p re s ent t he ent ir e spectrum o f t he Negro 
community . Pl a ne have been made to obtain three build i ngs 1n Can ton 
and the sisters at t he paroc h ial sc hool ha ve in dicated a desire to 
work i n t he porj ect . The ap pl 1cat 1on and a ll t he det a ils were com­
plyi ng to t he Federal Government , t hr ough t he Nati ona l Council of 
Churc hea( Via Touga loo College) . T 1s s hould be a ve r y aucce e a.ful 
proj e ct . 

Public Accomoda ti ons te s ting 

Once again , Cant on is testing public accomod a tione, with some suc c­
ess . On Apr i l t !l1rd , a si:na ll group went t o Ward.el.l 'e Restaurant , 
J ones Drug Store(It has a lunc h counter ) , t he ba rb er s hop , t he 
Mecca ca re , Ros coe's Ca fe , a nd t he movies . Tney were ad ~1tted to t be 
white mov~• t hea ter , in t he white secti on , but onl y after t he manage r 
na d remov ed al. lt ne whit e pa tr ons from t he t hea t er . Late r t r.at week, 
two white staffe r s te at ed Roscoe's and were served . The door wa s 
no t lock ed and it was not a key club as we had been told on Saturday . 
The,, atte mpted to enter t he Mecca Cafe , but f ound t he door l.o cked a nd 
a members only s i gn , A' fidavits were se nt to t he leg a l office f or 
act i on against Roscoe's . On april 17 , we returned t o t he movie 
t hea ter , t his time wit h over ro rt y young s t ers and five wh1te st a f f 
members . We nad to wa it for tn e manage r to ar rive , but when he did , 
we were a dmitted t o t oe downs t a irs sect i on , only after t he wr-ite 
pa tr ons had left . de s t a yed for t :.e whole movie . Later t ha t 
nig ht, a young man, while wa llc1n g down t r.a street wit h h1e wif e , was 
accosted b~ two white you t hs . There was af i ~ht and he was a rr ested . 
A f i ne of $50 was paid a nd he was re l ea sed . On npri l 
19t t he legal o ff ice in formed u s t hat a su it bad been f il ed (Title 
II/ aga in s t Wardel l.'s . We 'Ola n to r eturn to t he movi e t heate r 
ev e ry week and beg in te st ing ot he r publ ic facil i t i es . r hi s summer , th e 
t es ting p r og r am wil l include t he w ti te park. The program i a headed 
by a local Ca nton man , Mr. C.O. Chin .n Jr . 

Sel ective '°I.lying Campa i gn 

For t i e la s t two yea rs a n ec om1c boycott of the Power Structu re 
in Cant on , Miss ., has been goin g on 1n an atte :npt to for ce the white 
storekee pers into a negoat i on to tr y an d brin g about tot a l 1ntegr a ti cn 
in emplo yment in t he downtown sto res a nd the r emova l of a ll"J1m Crow" 
s i gns , t he use of court eous titl es b ,11 a ll merc hant and und1 s cri mato r y 
pr a ctice in vote r r egi s tr n t1 on . Since t hat time ti1e 425 Negr oes wnc .~~ve 
r e::ii ,;tered bel' (,re J 1.n 1, 19?'+ were •J.l rrn to 50 \lnJ. re - :•i:;0lster . · ' .LJ. nttgro 
t eachers have been asked to go to the court house and re gi s te r wit h 
out f ear of t he ir jobs . About five downt own sto re s have compli ed 
witn the demand , and at lea s t six othe rs a ve gone ou t of bus ine ss . 
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Sewing Corporation 

15 women in Canton, tired of being domestics for women who were 
making seven and eight times as much as t hey were, bec ause they 
were working i n Job s unavailable to Nes,ro women, have banded tog e t he r 
to form a sew1ng cor poration . They feel t ha t if t hey can work 
with a l a rge enough gro up , th ey will be able t o make more by sewing 
t han by t heir prev i ous work . 
The1r ra t e of producti on is suc h : To bl gin w1th ten people working 
one hour can produce twenty sh1rts . And after t hey get i nto the 
awin g of it ten workin g one hour c3n produce forty shirts . Thia 
means t ha t in an ei gh t -hour day , 10 peo ple can make 160 sh irt s at 
fi r st , and later 320 shi rt s . They pl an t o wor k wit hout salary at 
friat . When profits begin coming 1n they would work at a dolla r 
an hour . They need nine machines, i~ cluding a zig - zag mac hine and 
a union speci a l . Also t hey need el ectric mater lal cut ters , 20 
pal.r u .l' sc.1.ss v1•s (u1., .J.cH.1.1,.,J , ..... .. m·o_v "'• tape measures, pa tterns, knives 
st r aight pins , inner facing for t he sh irts. 
The women have already begun drawing up t h eir by-l aws w1th a l aw 
clerk , '!'hey are al.so r a isi ng some money l ocally , through collections , 
record hops , card part ie s , etc . 

Labor 

A pprox i mately eighteen men have joi .ned together to discuss the 
form a ti on of' a union at one of t he pla nts in Madis on Count y , The te 
is majority of negro workers a t t he plant who are being di scr i min ­
a ted against in comparison to t he wh ite men worki ng there . The men 
feel t ha t t hey should be able to have t he neg ro es unite and form 
a uni on t o enable t hem to work on an equ al plane wit h t he whi te 
people there , They have ne goti ated wit h a union re presentative 
and a re weigh i ng t he benefits of Joinl ng t ha t pa rticular union 
a t t h i s ti me. It is i mpos s ibl e to use names or facts at t his tim.e 
a s t he Madison county movement is not 1n i t s peak yet . 

Re-Registerin~ 

About 310 Negro o1t i zens regi s t e red to vote pr ••r to Jan,1, 1954, 
are being informed t ha t t h ey can re - re gister to vote by s i gn1ng 
t he Registr a ti on Book. 

Ccmmun1ty Organizat1on 

Two com?tUnit ies in t he count y have ral l ie d r at he r i mpre ss ively around 
local proble ms. Co.mmunity B(Madi son- Rid ge l and) has decide d to do 
aomet . i ng about t oe conditi on of t heir ro ads . Cit i 7 ens of t ha t 
comoun1t y have subm1tted a petiti on wit h 25 si gna tures to t he 
bea t supervisor . In t hi s same com unity t wo fa mi li es have decided to 
add t be1r names t o t he Madiso n Count y sc hool di aegre gat i on su1t . 
Such a cti ons and decis i on s a re a most i mpre es ive ste p f or war d in 
an area where terrori aa tl on ha s held on even a fter othe r a r eas of 
t he st a te have begun t o open up . Community G has also been t he 
scene of nea rly auto nomous loc al a ctivism . A schoo l bus dr i ver 

t here was inv olv ed i n an a cci dent w1th a whi te man. The white 
man was at f aiut. But t he bus driv er was char ged with reck l es s 
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(cx.w. un1ti orc an1 r at 1: n c~nt. 1( 1, 
dl'1V1ng; and 11e wao t ol d by ,,t ne •~ ~ !•1ntt1n d.Sn t or aeh~.ol !J t.h~ t. he 
uot:l ,l l oi.o •,1e jcb . l:!1a f>ll ow µ,r i• ~r• de cid e~ t at th ey woul d r ofuff 
t o 4.t-1 • e an}' o. t he bucrrt• 1 r ti\) ·• :1~o1 o1on at oee . fl,e logl cel 
o-.;t~nu cn o t t ~1o vau t.~ t t ::iar c 't•ti ~d b4t no o ' l tll-•n At. ao .. ool, 
and t,a1"9nt, an~ Ptu~•• • 1eo11•d t ~~, c1@ht au wol: 
e11t t ·,e ' "'"It oua t o r • "1 wa t1 c11 lm4 de cla N a ao"lool h-:yeot t. oh 
a l>Oy cot t. wlll . • ve t ))• o>il ld re a t t or1cl • tre edor:i eo,lc.ol i n at..a. d o f t,1\e 
ola 1,11ea t.!"ltt J "'"ul d no"'8 ll y attn\1. 1 
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14ad1a1J.1 ..oun t.J Ji~ar.iiea-a i... J!U•• CO-oP\ , 
' ' Pro ~Nt • • o t M&Ol r on oount • ~ P i n t ~e JWftt t wo cc nt a a ha a 

be en ~,•• t . El e c t i on or new DO■l'do~bbere, ea l e o~ iit.o<-kt, ud 
f .::-1,111 a 1•s ex ooedlna one huad...C ,tone ti••• al.Na d7 ~er, ao l <.1 bJ 
t h1a ooop. Thee • a re t n• ba e1o tu ~o \ 1:-,ia to cco ► Mo, b •e n : e r ron ln~, 
buL t her• 1a al waye roo■ t or t m,r.T -,.:tmt. • r lo ee ot l ooat 1on t ~l • 
eoop re.11 <1en l n 1• one ot 1\a ln j: ro bl ema. K11.n.., ~~p l e t oe l t .1at 
t _g oc o a .• ould be l oaa ted tn a l"Ura l 1 al"U '-lnd r.c t. 1n -:nr.t on . t10.n5 otbere 
t o 1 t hat Val l e · V1ew ta Juet ni,t6 ?::lf> r~ ce ~or peop~• :·ro e t be nora 
are~ ~n~ Tl c e vel"tl&. canton, v~lo h i ~ l o ca t ed l n tbe cimt o ot 
t he ocuat.y ao~ul d be ue ad ro r t o ,oo'or • ., The t ol l cwl r e wet'lr, t he 
bo·r~ ot d1r~ot ~r• wli l brl nG , 
ber or o t i..e gen.r al 'bod:, t :i re • loa.i. 1,1.Qn •l n wr.lo h t "O.? enoae t o 
but lanG . 'rt e pr l ee a ot t hee • t h~• ~la ce s are t c lo wa ~t tJi t o~n 
be f~~ - . 

ASC Ele ct.l one in ,•adi e"n Count y > I ' 

tr. e oleot lo n bold on Ceee:aber , , ,t 96-' , 1n o::.i ~u.n1t1 ee B(:ta41oon­
R1dt.'• l •r. S) and l'i'(Fa~~ v en) :,.an ~~ -docl.Ared nu ll an votd . A 
1p eo1 • 1 ele c t l <'n 1n t !'le,itJ c,o,;iount t ,1~1f wll l be ba ll ot 1ne; by •• 11 nib 
bll.!lo t 1 t o be U lle d on or be faN •.ti 1•'- 1965 . Ball o t • ,. . .. 1Tad ln -­
• • l o~ ... pe et, c,ar i{ecl bf 12 m14n11!,ht. i.Wlt. CIAte wlll b~ C"}Utlt ed . 

Joi 1n~tlns o~~.l t t " a ~• i:t. ~P or 1nou, bent oom'"l1n1t1•• 
ao.a 1 t.t •• v1l l m,utt aooo t,o PN !'4r a • el• t • o f n<.1 l nNo ot aQt.1 • • 
t -a.r%f:.:•a Wu " ~r e be s t qual1 t1e4 for t.._,• oo■ ~1 l t.ee wor k IUld w'°\o 
re p r er,ent t e v• r 11.lue aeotl :1na nd t .{;;)o)• or ~ lou l t ure 1n t he 
n r l c;ua co111 ~urn U ••• In oo:a.!un1 \ J' 'i,l~ t l'le1 Pl,• n t o hol4 t :i• ASC •l •o­
ti oa wt~~ ev e r. Th• pl an t,o ~a , \ 110 · ~1\l on l n b'Y t.be 
2• t: . of April to Nft tor t.b • 90■'111'1 , , ~0011-,l\\H. There wlll be a 
m"tlq on we dne ad•~ al eti t to oak e ·ru~ her pl_,,• fo r t n• eleet l ona, 
Tl.~ el ao t l on e wlll be by ~• tl Mlltt••, Ve will ave to do a la te 
oaina 11e1t1g b y ·~· ' I At h W'l etl t !l • •l ct1 t [I 1 a 1Utl l1. 
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