
This must be the start of the new day to come. Rev. Sconiers (Vxs . Goodwin's 

1,.\)~'l\e.~pastor) of St. Harks A.M.E. Church will let us have a mass meeting there on~ 

dey night. 

l>{onday July 19, 1965 

Early this morning Leon received a call from the post master here in Tr oy. It 

seems that Kiii some of ou± ~ hand bills were put into mnil boxes, end so 

we owed the post office some money. This is the big day, registration day. 

In Pike county & person can only register on the first and third monday of 

each month . Sometime during the year, the county has open registration which 
• 

s~mply means, for five consecutive days , a person can come in en register between 

the hours of nine and four. That Of en registr ation took place the week before 

we arrived. Only five people came down to register . 

j Ned and leon were stationed at the court house along with one of the vrori

ers f rom Brundidge. People were there early and in an orderly fashion, but ttey 

had to wait because a court was in session . By eleven o'clock there were nearly 

two hundred people to be processed. As the people came in they were given numbers. 

l:r . Gilchrist, the chief registrar, told Leon they would only be cble to process 

about twenty of t he people today . l-lith a little mental pressure applied from 

Leon, fifty people were taken care of . Only nine passed . lx. Gilchrist said he 

was not autherized to give additional da~"l but that at a ;r.e.stinr, in !>:ontgomery w~·c.h. 

was to take place on Friday, ~ h~~~ to get extra days.~cwwtfat•• 
}~ . Gilchrist said he was shook up to see so many peop~e there, and he would 

try to get additional days for registration . Leon in turn called the office and 

told us not to bring any more people down, because they would not be pr ocessed . 

This was around ll:OOA ,M, . The office was also told if individual people wanted 

to come down, they could, but explain the situation to them. Mr Gilchrist was 

told that we would march on the court house if we felt we were not given some 
i[· 

co-operation, and by no means did we want to have demonstrations, but ifAbecame 

necessary we would. 



This evening we bed our first mess meeting in Troy. We bed a nuch larger crowd 

than we had anticipated. After the meeting Deacon Boyken, l rs Smith, e~d Deacon 

Money got together and agreed to let us use Morning Star church for a mass meet-

ing. They were very pleased with Rev . Harroll and wanted to extend nn invitation 

to him and his wife to attend a gospel musical. 

J Tuesday July 20, 1965 

This morning, we passed out bend bills in the West End section of town announcing 

the r~ass roeet~ng at St. l~arks ehurch. we were suppoce to canvas in the rural 

ereas, but our tr~~sportation failed to arrive. The remainder of the day was 

spent cleaning the house . leon paid the post master 62.00 for fifty band bills 
that were put in some mail boxes, and was warned not to let that happen again . 

\!ednesday July 21 , 1965 

Ned, Jim, Willie, Eddie, and I canvcsed Orian, Seco, l·:ontecello, Lindwood, Chine.-

grove, and Shady Grove and returned home to go to the I:laSS meeting b at St . 

Y.arks church . Our next stop was ¥corning Star church for the musical. 

Thursday July 22 2 1965 

We took as r~ny volunteers as we could find anc canvased the •• i&B~•arka x ••Kifk 

neighborhood to announce the mass meeting at Yorning Star church the next even-

ing. Tonight we had a birthday party for Liz and c. fairwell celebretion for Ued . 

Friday Jilly 23 ,1965 

A very large attended our meeting at Morning Star church . Liz went home for the 

weekend . 

Soturdcy July 24 , 1965 

1\ed }'oore left for Los Ageles with the understanding that he » returnel( by 

··'-~* August 1, 1965 orAhe should stay in L.A. 

l-h- Gilchrist said he vould let us knoll wednesday if we could hnve all o~~xt week 

f or registration . 



j 
Sunday July 25, 1965 

Today we all attend different churches. Rev. Duncomb of St. Paul A.M.E. church 

plans to talk with the steward board and will let us know via :t-frs Fields on 

tuesday if we might use the church for a meeting saturday. Dan talked with 

the deacons at E-ethel Baptist church who were in favor or having a meeting there. 

The deacons said they would talk with the pastor next sunday and would then let 

us tnow the results. 

I Irs 1-'athews and her sister l·~s Srrith invited us over for supper. Since we first 

met them, they have been a tremendous help to us, an~ they have aparently been 

Eddie, a volunteer worker from Brundidge, said someone called and said he would 

be beate~ up if he continued to carry those civil rights workers around. 

Dan and I, along with two volunteers canvased Spring Hill. There is a church there 

named Elan Baptist, and we talked with a deacon Larkin about using it for a meeting. 

Sometime during the week someone had broken out the windows, and therefore he 

said he would hesitate to let us use it for civil rights purposes. He said, ho~-

ever, he would go e.lol"g with 'o'lhatever the chairman of the deacon board said. 

~ .\t Henderson we wanted to get the use of Mt . Zion church, and a William l~cNenl 
of Troy is to be contacted. 

Deacon Seymore in Goshen suggested we bring Rev Harrell or Leon out to talk with 

the deacon or the pastor who were holding out against the use of the church. 

Another mass meeting in Brundidge tonight. Rev. Harrell said we are going to get 

a car of our own tomorrow. 

Tuesday, July,27th 

Leon and I went to talk with Deacon Seymore and Deacon Brantley . I do not believe 

Deacon Brantley will change his mind, however we invited both deacons and their 

wives to attend our next mass meeting. 



J Wednesday July 28, 1965 

l-r. Gilcr.rist called to say ue 1110uld be able to have the six extra days starting 

tuesday . Later this afternoon :-:r. Gilchtist called to say we would not have the 

extra days or even monday our regular day because the new registration forms were 

not ready, and they had no idea when they would be re.D.Cly. I.e on told him that 

he vo~d not be responsible for the peoples actions now, and that he had been able 

to keep things in check because it seemed that Troy was really trying to co- oper

ate with us. Leon said;'I ' ll leave it up to your i.magenation what will happen 

when our people find out 11 • 

\ole called ?at in Brundidge, and arranged to meet early tomorrow morning to mxp 

plan the strategy for a march on t~e court house monday and the following days 

until better arrangements could be made for voter registration. 

~ Thursday July 29,1965 

John drove I£; o:1 nnd :me to BruDrlide~. ·.·:hEm H· Prri.'ved there was a cr.~..U for IEon 

rt'vm '!:=~y. Hr Gilchrist ,.n:mted leon to come to e Ireetine with Judge Reeves, 

the Chief of Police, and himself. Pat nnd leon cb."ove bacl~ to Tr07 and ab0".1t one 

hour la :Oer cilled to sey that re~istrat.l or. would be on the regular monday and 

tuesdcy thru saturadey for eA~rc dPys. 

Friday ,"'uly 30, 1965 

Liz, Dan e.ncl I went canvasing in the norning. vie had hand hllJ s announcing mo.ss 
to::1o4.- c._· 

1ect · n~ at St . Pr.ul for :bn±ght and V.orning Ster for ton: . ..:;·~t . We eDt ouc, agai..1 

in the early afternoon when a car caoe to take us to the out1yine areas of Troy . 

Tonieht. £.1:i Morning StP..r there Wt;re about sixty people and we took up our first 

collection of ~ • 

\ . eturdnv .Tuly 31, 1965 

• ,c c.ll c!lnvased the cown.mi ty with hr.ndbills e 'tout re gistrntion day, and the 

mass meeting tonight at St. Paul cl.urch. He uent out ~.bot t. : id tfterj11J011 ru ii.l 
·· · , hand bills about. the registration day on no11do.y end the i'o~.lmr' r:. ,.. ...y::. <)" 



had to say. If had said lets get up and march to jail, I feel they would have done 

so. 

In the rural communities, the whole family comes tb the ~ss meetings. Because of 

the simplicity of the church and its people, and the strange yet very moving 

prayer end response cha\nting I sometimes feel the twentith century did 1nt come by 

here. 

A car of our very own would be an invaluable aide. Several fellows have 

been very helpful, but it is not the same as one of our own. Oft times when we ere 

reedy for an early start, the drivers are late or sometimes dont show up at all. 

When they are here bright and early we have something that must be taken care of 

later in the day. ~ost of the time we dont get our moneys worth for the gas we buy. 



n~ixhal:bm fi-ve days or the wef:i• . A ...... ~ ..... e cur volunteers have been Liz Penn-

ineton, Walters s"i..: :ohn :Icnry Reyonlds , ~UE . GBI!lble :3t. ( .John ~lflS boo:J 

staYing a ii the freeclou house for a cou~ lc of c'lf; r. ~ c. ..... r ... , - ~ Robir.son, 417 Welters 

St . Usually when we canvas , we used the kids in t,l·~t D.rort~te- in~ t.C:.ia.te neighbor-

hood to help us out. Tonieht at St. Psul church, ::rp ; • H:::rrell tml1 !.col' Gt therz 

.. leon !:I'Jd John ::en_~r w-ent around to the varous cafes and put up posters 

about the :::o:rn comm.:.ne elect~on r' ayo. 

~ _·_ugust 1.1-:!..965 

Leon e.nd John ettended. C'•ilol· r·a:--tiali ch1~ch , :.i~ Ettended i; 1st Baptist, and I 

"ttended Bethel church and a home cofilJnin3. Lt all of th~;:: Vflru:t, churches we ·LoJc1 

:con went to a.not~·e!' co1.hty to speak, and John, Liz, end I vrent to the even:!.ne 

senTj ce at Be:tl:ri:: Shiloh. Rev 3m.ith s:J.irl he ~·:rntlc hol~: ::. .1e. t:. J to see if i:ihe 

aj ,)r tiiy j 11 I; he r,:·urch vranteci to let t•.e use the church for a :n:eetine . Rev . 

JTe.rrell called and told !..iz to ia·;e '1er ba~s p.:: eked on Y~?c'n~f;(lai , ""a ·~ ready to 

go to J'orroe County. 

!.ugust 2, 1965 

At the courthouse things went very smooth . The people 'l.>ere eiven nurauerf' as i..l·ey 

e,:: ·1 . They kept the 13t"!l e ~;u.J.bers .. ; G'· t'1e· '1· n · l cw finisl:ec1 hejne proces:::ed . 

He took thoir na.'nc, address, city, and the amount of eclucation iJE :QB they had • 

. :: e·• ~;h~:r ctrc· out t·re c' e ; C"cl the:m orr our list '~hetl:er they : < ~'· ed or .leile>d. 

For tre day 47 ~assed; End : fa:led. 

~ev . E:arrell took Daniel Thompson to Clayton (Barb<O".R county) .. lu.to ViC(!} •• 

~ ugus~ 3, 19<" 

Jonh Penry Reyonlds :-ather l:eat him with en ax hcndle because of his d'~"'iliQtion 

u.!.th us. :o!., r 1 lives at the Scopo :•ot'. .~·:lt' !.. > • It the com·:; housE' L'd 

mornine all \IUS eo Lnt; we~ 1 > i,ller. J c >r: left for Clayton llhere they were prepnr:w ... 



w .ww-~:. to tte co1J.rt hou:oe . Lfter Leon lui't, the regcstrarc ... l7w(... down to e. 

snails p~c~ , ~n~ ~txx±~~ilJJ~ feiled about sevent in o row. One of the last 

people they ::'uilecl wt s c colleee euc1uate. There :-:r r~ ~ "c" unfriendly words 

exchEneed between the reeistrP and the Score wor}:e1·s, and fiilt 11./ .....oo·l arr.i.vvl . 

Leon vT~S tol•' t~1e w:1ole r ~ r: and he talked with J.:r Gilctrist, nnd Judge Reeves 

l'ennwhile we htd ~o }·vc (Jl.J' Jo·w11 at the <lr.ue sl.ores do•rn tO'..n., ex.: so :'ru er 

:w.u .;o ·"' uell . Today "re went to 3yT• . .1 1 s. 

"'on:it,ht wr-a hu1. the best J:teetlne Bince 1ra hl-r~ been here . The speakers were 

our volunteer~;Jchn H. F.eyonlr1s; r:t11el Brook i'rc.n r:e 'on; 11 Ir.:Y 

r.bout one hun<lretl r)( (>.iJl packed in l:ihe c :mrc 11 n· c' the collec iii on ri?.s : 

.. rb ~~rell .n' Jin crure to te.ke E2.izrleth -:.n ht .. r..; :r: back with ther: . Fat 

Sweeney took a plane for Los }~geles, Calif . todcJ . 

Early this 1 ,urning hamll·.i.lls W€:> e e:i.ven Ol.ll.. cL )l l. v- nass .. eetin.: at Bethel 

church. The <ley went very sr:oo'~.~h at tl:e court. bouse. 

Today Liz Penninetu.n, nnc1 Elaine '!t>XlHD ctme uown to the court house to help out 

with the reeistrotion. Ethel Bro.:>ks <' ;n:- "'J•OJ Ct.d.~c rJ. to opoa;. nt our Itee-Glng . 

. .fto!' ~· e ~.Lee l.~ r ~ we E~lec t.ec' officers for the new 

Tho ofi'icers are: !'rs Johnnie J'ae i:iru:ren !'res. .. ,.. . - . vlu rles fi:ri::1J! Vice ?r;;S • 

· :iso Brend~ s_u.th dec . 
: i:!:'. Cherles '::e::ry :res. 

\ c &corle workers will n:eet with the new officers and any other pe,jrJ.e of the 

co1mauDil;r on !'onday i'.ug . l)t' :.~t 7:30, to eet aCCJ.Uaintecl oncl ex1llci' exectly what 

we hcve teen doing and to bring then to the point where they cr.n take over the 

work. 

,..ricley :u~st (), l-:'( 5 

Our rneetiDe seen. to help, be~~use -lJ.l:'C people are comin.: down. T'1e regi strars are . 
woking nuch faster . Tod&~ 92 P.<1ESct' H:cl '3 .r· i:..e '. 
Y\~"' b (', . .., 



We were;; all exc::. ted about toe new lii~li%\lJ:~XX~~~ Voting Hi[;hts Bill. 

J Sat.un3.<1J !.nr;ust 'L_ 19G5 

~OC lH5.Xli'!f~.fl. This mor-ning at 8:15 there were about fifty peor1le in the 

in th~~ couL·t roo:n w11en we arrived. By 10: )0 auout two hund1 ed peoole 

wert '"]jne:ce. he o:;l.. gave numbe1·s io those peoiJle who coulo. read and 

writ::) .m .. .::·fice:;.tly well to .uass tne literacy test. The remainder of 

t."h.~ peo..:.le were as1ced to be patie.a t. Befo.ce the registrars coulu use 

+.he sin.;...lL:ied form, t. ey ,.Just receive o.ffical .aotice fro"l the state 

of Ale>.b&.~il:::.. 'l'here was no "lotice o.1 saturday, m1d so only those people 

wee ~o-.~.lC.~ _ ead a..1d write were i?1·ocesse<l. 1'.aer·e were ninety-six 1·ec;is-

ter·ed . 

S~..nc·:o ·trJe court i.J.ouse is located down to·..m end there are no eating 

f~/~i..Li ~ies in it, we have been eatin[. in tne local dow.atovm drugstores. 

The Ll.l·s·G five days tEere were no incldents, and yesterday two fellows 

r·-::tnr.G.cc. to the first O.rut;;store we went to. The ;nanager o.f tne store :ask 

asked Job.n(~Jegro) to step outside so that the peo.t~le in the store could 

g('t ::owe fl"·esh a:i.1·. .John refuseo to nove. Tne maaager then said his 

t'icg "Wuld be fed oefore they woula be served. John got angry but the 

~-the~ Jell ow, .ike, was aule to calm him do'.'ffl su"f'ieiently to prevent a 

Bc:~r:~~. T·he ma:.1ager preceeded to wait on the:n after serving everyo .. 1e l..u. 

c1~1 ; tit.s :.:.1..s. eL .J..J.·u,;..~ £!~s J u~) uecau.se .ue drove those ncivil r:L.:.,n "ts WOl.:{-

e.r::; a.L"uw ... u. O.a J .• ono .. ;.y ne W8S ·r;o.Lu. ue cuu...LL 1.:) vl.J...L have his J ou, il. u~:;: 

we.u .. ~·~v. to Ei)O back. He cnose not to go oac.~r, and found another job wi "tin 

a • F.c::-0 c, . .J.·~.e ... 1d.er. :.J:he pa,y was ue 11l;e.r an<i the hour·s were sno1·1Je1. 



vale., 
\ lo2h~E -.:eE~...ir:ll!l!fti!!!!!l±i;ty J al g' Jillni=; I at ten a ea s erv~ c e s at 

Jjethel cnurcn wnere a.ua auuouucemen1i was maae aoou"t "tu.esaay ana wea-

.uesaa.Y J..Ol vot.e.L· reg~Sti.L.'a1iiou ana :ztH now line uew .Law a.J:.Iecveu u~ . 

at a nome co.alll.tag 'lJ l mav.e a si:_ .. :.:...Lar 8..rJ.~.LOw.lCCt.<e,.tt... 

j ,,onaa,; P.ugust 9 , .l~o, 
On his way to - -=~=m~ha'1: , Hev narr ell br-ou[:h1i l.lizabetl~ Shc:.:mburge2· u&ck 

auuc:.uF; ,? .ns:<s we ·would need for tne week. Leon, ,fohn, ar:.:.o. r.tr. \'larren 
:1r0\' e 't- 1) 0~2.2: .: wl::.c1 e 'ti!e;y received permission to use Rev. Autry's chu1 ch 
fo r a mass meeting on Friday . ~he Hev. would be at a revival, but would 
~uesday August 10, l9b5 make sur e tr.e cht.trc t.~. was ava.ila...,le for us . 

t.Ch is mo.rn .'.ng as usuaL, "there \'rere aoou1i 1inir"t.Y peop .le a"t -cne cour-t house 

when ne arrived. Leon Gutherz left for Birmingham Via Hi tch-hicking . 

We gave out one- hundred ninety numbers , but only one- hunctrea ana thirty 

seven were processed. . Tonight we held our f irst meeting with tne new 

j civic association . 
Wednesa.ay August 11 , 1965 

At· 't:l''='~'· :)urt house we had our usual good turn out in the ea1·l;y A. :1. 

At : _ ~,;)G I us .. r:ec'. .;r. Gilchrist, the chief regist.rar, to cal.L r.iOntgomer.Y 

"t :,; !~et rJel'Gtssion 1'01 thursday and friday registration. He called and 

',\·as tc:..\i to e:-:pect a reply arounci 2: 001-'.}1. At the scheduled time no one 

·::ull Gd . At 4: eop. M. one hundred a'1d sixty seven people were registered • 

. ;udgc :-:ecveo asked to have a con.ference with John and I along with Mr. 

Gilchrist . 'o'fe we1·e -i;old that they were expecting a call from Montgomery 

at any ti~e~ust before five o'clock, and they were 4Nz doing their very 

bcs~ t o get those days. If ~1y thing developed, he assured us he would 

:a:· ov . .L· oi'.fice. J ud::e Reeves called later on to i nform us that the 

ex~.:·'=~. <i ay·s for rec.istration had been denied. 

l !Lt:ril:§:' tilE: day our teen volunteers passed out hand-bills annoWlcinb a 

ma.E:.;:.' 'liE!etint:; a:t the :i!:irst -~=-aptist Churcn for ti_ursday. 



en m:mC.ay. They spein a f~Ood deal of the mo1·nin:.; a.1d eru.·ly afternoon 

oanv ::\sin{_; it:. tne rain. 

tte lttzii _·Lcs't !!a :;;,tist Church. 

L ri. day ''~!l§.:f;__J]..__l9 65 

Fri.day ,.light on the way down to Oza k we were involved in a three car 

.. , t 
a~c: 1 .. -~~-en . ·,.:rs War·ren, ou1· llri ver, hac to stop suddenly to prevent a 

a h':!<:tt. on collison. We were hit froCJ behind b~ the car trailing us. 

Mr. 'Flowers:r'rom nruna.iage was in tne car oehind us, and he said the 

car bhL1 hin. knocked him into us. Luckily no one was injured, but 

rh-..::"c was e:x:·censive car damage to all three automobiles. We arrived 

::.n. ·:J --a.I·lt: over an hour late. At the church, we found tne doors locked, 

.and t.clei'e was not a light to be seen in the ministers house airectly 

be-h~lt.:. the church. fhere were no people or cru.·s in the vacini ty of the 

;h ... rc.t:.. He :K:i!U.liXli~X£1UDili- D% We stop.ved c:.t the house nearest to the 

cht.Ll'Ch to inquire if' people he:d come and tnen gone home. We were t>ld 

"L.hti"L: the minister returned nome last :night and said he had not given us 

perniesone to use the church. He s~id he could not understaad wny we 

n(._, '!.(! t(.\,:re it U_:. on our selves to make t.u.at kind 0 1' announcemern, and 

Uultl· no ciiCUt !stances wel'e we to get inside the c r.urch o~se the 

lawn . ~~lie ma;yor left wore for· "'l'nose civi.L-rig11ts workers" to use the 

oity hall if we just had to have a meeting. 

We ..-;e::-cc Oi.lly able to locate one deacon of tr.at church, and he told us 

~:t<.:: ~2.:ne story. Every wn.ere we went we were "tol.a "the same story. 

tts iu Ozark, ana we all returned to :~.·ro;y '!-ogetaer. 

August __ ~4, 19 o' 
Ea.r.Ly tL:~.is morning .Leon triea to get in touch wi tn tne mayor· oi" ozark 
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