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Bruce Hartford
819 Pearl St,
Grenada, HIss,
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Dear KXhas

As usual I will begin by deserlbing By ddsol8tion and sorroz
ovep not having answered your letter sooner, And as usual I wIll
plead the usual exe:use, So web for ritual/

Things have been going along & here in Grenada, a curIous
aixtu=e of good and bade The good is the movemnt pa it sort of
the bad is also the novewnt part also whieh I suppose aMes a
lot of sense, What it boils down to is that intefial rmvem8nt

proplens bold this Envemut back znre then external forces.
--clear as mrd, right?–well it's one of thoe thing that is hard
to explain especially in a l&tn' ietter, So I’ll just descrIbe what
been going on here in Grenada. '- The gnvew©ut here has been, so
far, a novement in a 4 acts,
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Act one began with the arrival of the Ueriditih in arch through aassi
ppile. When the march arrived in Grenada the pover structure
bent over backwards in an apparent effort to do whatever was
right ,They mainly hired Negro voter registr8rs1 and opened the offloe
till late at night, Va the 2 dBys of the aarch in the area over 700
people were registered , As soon as the march was gone however
the ITagro registrars were fIred,
regular hours, and the promises
most painfuIII of all it was discovered that all of the people
who had gone down to the courthouse hz to regIster had been
trIcked. Instead of informIng the applicants that they had to
go to City Hall to conlplete registratIon (an unusual procee<lure)
and that th9y had to earyy a slip of paper wIth them they dtd
not say anythIng and they did not gIve out the sIIps of paper,
So it was discovered that almost all of those regist6red had
to go back downtown (aow, no longer the an area portected by the
march and natIonal pubIIcity and. state troopers) to complete regis
I:egW3Wb% proalsedp vtlei the hover strueturo vIolated all of i's
899reweats SCI,C 8ent civil rights workers b8ek into tovn, There
vere Ux>at 4 or 5 vorkers 8ent bWk to Grenada Vhile the aareb \be
goIng on, They eoaeentr&ted on voter rogistr8tion mstiye One on t
the places that the power gtrueture bad agneed to d+6e©:agate
vas the theatre, Vbw & dunn or ao Bbgros tried to go to the
:aovie6 tbay vere arrested along vi l;b one of the eiv1 rIghts vorke II,
A eauple of days 1 atm they arrested 45 HOPIe = who wro bavoiag
a protest wareb to prote8t the theatre arrests, They al80 WIrested
a number of the loeal people and a audter of eivll rIghts workers
for disturbing the pe8ee at a 4th of July party they were bawIng
out in the eotmrty,
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Aet tIn began vial the arrIval of wre staff and the beginIng of
a eo&eeatr8rted d:lreet action drive, A Hat of dnaaaas were
draw up (a few days after the dlr6et aetion started) VtIHl ®ero
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!egP<?? to test public aocoEmdatiOns under the civil ;lgb is bill
FoI: the next week OT so we ate every were vent every virere dId
eveTY thIng that we could think of that eagle under ihe C,R,bill
the=e we:ce a few incidents of refusal tO servel and a few !neidont
of violencel when every they happened we sl8pp8d a suit on then
in Fede=al CouTt• One night during this time (the integration attezps
started on a Sat, this was on a aondayt the nex5) while 2 workers
nd were loadAng a car with food to take to those in jail and talking
to a man Iron the comrnity relations servicel this vas at
Bellf lower Church our headquarters, a white man who '#orks across
the street drove up and started to shoot at them with a 28bcbinegun,
The car was all shot up but everyone escaped, The poIIce arrested
bin and found on his possesion a Sub macbingun, He was initIally
charged with attempted wrderl the grand jury changed this to
ai laing and poInting a veapon9 and he was aquitted of this eharge,
Sunday ( JaB 9 the day after the step up in program) wwe had a
demonstration on the lawn of the eounty Jail, &£txx just as we were
breaking up the demastratinn abIN: 50 state troopers eharged &he
erowd (mostly bystanders) andbeat thea with Hf le butts, The next
day we instituted a boycott of all whIte werelrants, The boyeott h
has been very effective, Over the next 2 weeks we kept up the late
gration atte=psp also z©rhces about 5 times a week, and daily
pickiting of dan MIte stores,Durig this tille we also had a
few night marches, During this tin they arreted 2 of our picket
line of about 50 people each,
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Act three began with our obtaining a Federal Court In3uctlon vhieb
order6d the power structure to proteot our demnstratlons etc, it
also set up ground rules that we had to follow in our de®onstratio
but generally speakIng we were not to h8arpered, For the veek or
so before the injunction we had been holdIng nightly marches to'the
town square, We got the injunction on Friday July 22, The white
connunikty reacted very hostily to the injunction, On Sat the 23
there were about 1l000 whites in the square salting for US wIth
every thing Iron gun to tx>ttles and bats, That night we did not
narch because the police said that they were caught by surprise and
didn}’t have eaogh men to protect us, When the whites heard that
ve were not going to narch they began to march on the church were
we were having a zass meting with the intentionof attacking us
there, The trooper turned then around however, The next night the
vere back in the square again, at this tIme we did march but we
didnot try to hold a rally in the squarop we just valked through a
and then back to the church , Again they tried to attack the church
but agaIn they were turned away, The next night (Honday) we circled
the square and there were enough trooper to protect us, The following
night (teusday) they had the square cleared and we were able to hold
a rally, Begingin that monday the power structure had made a very
streaous attempt to keep whites away from our deorronstrations, This
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v&s based on their assu®tion that t if we lost our opposItIon
(so to spe&k) we would gradually dqindle x away, For the next
few veeks our night ware tres and r811ys were on a deserted square
in a downtown cowpletly eWty of human preseaee exeept us a nd
the poliee, At times it was quite e:try, This tac:tie of t IIters did
have an effect on our numbers but not as wiTh as they had hoped+
When ve first started marching we would run about IOO we then bui1 t
that up to an average of 200 4U£kxnx8aKptaxa The first nIght march
had SOO the su€eeding night narches 300 or so, The first night we
went up against the mb (Sunday) we had about150 vllling to try it,
Ba aonday and :reusday and for the rest of the wek ve built it up
to aIx>at 300, Then these numbers gradually dwindled ( for a varity
of reasons mstly our fault) to around 15€b200 for the nest couple
of week untill the begining ;of phase 2 of aot 3, The first phase
of act 3 went from the 22 of July (the date ve got the inJuction)
untill the %th of August, After they cleared the downtown area
our night marebes vere played out to an eiry quite, Bbl#ever at the
sane it tline they began t to 1lake a nunber of harrasment arrests
of 1 or 2 or 3 or mre people at a time on various charges,

those arrested was Wary IngTan who vas arrested
while giving testi8nnie in the trial of nathzzxx£: one of the
civil rights workers Jin Bu11och, The prosecutor asked her if she
had ever been convicted of a erin, The context of the question
indica$ed that he want in a eourt of :law, She said "No” and was
arrested for perjury bee@lse she had in the past Ft been arrested
for 1:iciar violations which dIe jst paid a fine to the police and
never appeared in court, She WaS held on ba:tl of $11000, These
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what Ws to bec:om the begining of phase two of act 3,
Phase 2 began with the police throwing tear gas into a ball

raising party that ve vere havIng on August 5th and then arresting
about 58 people on variouse charges like ctruk elie , That was on
a Friday, The next lbnday vas the day that the Federal Registrar
was going to move thier office into the Negro eorwrniy and begin
neightnrhood9 night registration, (The feds, had been in to the
post office for 3 veek6 and had only registered 22 peoplep because
they veratt open at nIght and people were afraid tO gO downtown
because of the crackers, an ®ondaythe 8th they !mYed into the
Negro neighborhood at the Chat & Chew e8fe, people who had been
tricked by the registration during the aarch could get straightene d
out by the Fed,s The first day (that M>nd8y) over 350 p©ople anne
cane down to be registered, That night we had planned to !road a
voter registration rally at the cafe (in the Reno cowarnity) At
the biegbt of the rally the police moved in a shot atx>ut 2D eaaisters
of tear gas into the crowd and then attacked the fleeing people vi&i&
rifle butts and clubs, About 6 people were :InJured seriously enough
to war:rent zediea1 attention,
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The next day (teusday) ve had 8tx)ut 300 people register. That
night we had another rally at Chat & CRlev which was not broken
up by the po:Hee, IR>vever tiaIling around at the intersection pf
IInton and Hivay $ 51 were about 300 vIIItes, Ve had about 300 or so
narehers, We had to a@reb out right through this group of whites
as soon as we started they began tO throw eherry lx>abs, rocksp
bricksp lx>ttle8p and Iron pipes at us, The troopers did little to
protect us , As we went by we say that they were headed for the
square, Then we got to the square there were aN>ut 500 whites on
part of the square, ve got on the other part of the 8quare but the

SO heavy that ye had tO retreatp first aeross
the streetif and then back tO Chat & CDev, There were numbers of
state troopers and police present but they did nothing to stop the
vIolence, When ve got bMk to (}bata e chew we were again barr8sed,
There were aIx>ut IO people seriously hurt that night,

The next night vas the sa®e situation ax exeept that the police
and troopers dldl fin&1lyp =uke effor8t to prot wt usp they cleared
the wattes off the square as soon as they threw the first cherry tx>mb,
The whites however verenov using strong sling-shots with steel ball
or chain links, When we tried to get on the square they ordered us
off , We then left and Went back to the Chat & C:bev (this vw a
serious errorp as the marc!>atx>at 25(b was 8nstly linde up of wa
who were deternined to stay dowato\m
this was signifIcant as it vas the first time that wu had turned
out in large nwabers for a demonstration, and we should had
stayed downtown aa a show of force and also to fight the fear in tb
Negro corwrnity) ,

The next day (Thursday the 111;b) they passed an ordInance aobt
4: 38 P,M, ia the afternoon : orb:I cling anyone to assedble on the
square, We had a day picket march of about 60 people who got on the
square that afternoon but when the nIght march of about 3QO tried
they had police at the enteraaces and they vouldn’t let anyone
up on the squaret ontb© then that it was relativ:ly quite as the
tBoopers c:laard away the vbites after they threw at us

Friday--We dealded to have a few volunteers try to get on the
square to test the ordinanee, When they did mst were shoved off
(ths was whole the night warcb cIrcled the square) aIx>ut 7 were
arreated, JUst as wex vere leaving a awnb©r of state troopers
char wd us vii;h thr rifles and beat sone of us to the g/ouud,
The only aIIe seriously hurt was a 13 year old gIrl (eaua Cwruingban)
v Ilo had had poll d and couldn't run very fast,
Tron this tim unti11 nov the night wucber Just circled the square
singing and then we leaft, Be£ore the ordinance we vhou:Id hold a
rally on the square,

On Sunday the 14tb a groupe of Negroes and eiv11 rlghta worker
vent to try to integrate the white cburees (for the 4th straight ve
vwek) , This tim ven they went to the baptist church they were
arrested for disturbing davine worship , Aix>ut 3G were afrested, For
the next couple of weeks we continued the night 3@rehe8 and daIly
pickets wIth out mrc II of note happening, a few harra8ment 8rrestes
a little ninor violencef but nothing £lajor exeept that one of the
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civil rights workers p(jim bulloch) personal car was fire bombed
while he vas in ja 1 for the churcharrest, The FBI said that
the fire started by a short in the starter engin,
On Wednesday the 26 7 of us were arrested on varrents dating from
a @rob the previouse mnday saying that we disturbed the peace
(they say that we started to sing to close to houses) over 50 of
these warrents were made out but they were only used a couple at a
tine, After the first 7 they would use the warrents 2 or 3 at a
time a couple of days appart, Other barraszkent arrests also picked
up as did incldnnta1 violence,

ACt + A few day bef or school was scheduled to start the Fed, (burt
cane through with a desgregation order for Grenada schools that said
that everyone was rmre or less free to chose what schoold they wanted
to go to, On Honday the 29th9 vb&b was the first day to pick up
transfer forms we marched over 300 students and parents over to the
Negro high school(i to pick up transfer forns, On Wednesday and
Thurdday (registration days) over 400 Negroes apptiMxta registered
at the white schools, With this nass registration tension has
increased enorwusly, Violence has increased (a guy jumped out of
a truck today a knocked rm down and kicked me before I was able to
get away) and sobave harrassErent arrests, The school officials have
put off the opening of school int;ill Sept, 12, As it stand now we have
between 35Cb450 Negors ready to go to white school, this is more th
then any city in the deep south,
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Well so 8nrch for the happenings in Grenada I soImday soon 1 ' :11 let
you know the other side of the coin, the mvement problems,
I might have to eone to L, A, so an as the draft appears to be after
me, They r+classified me jea and I didn't hear about it in time
to appeal it, d if you want to do soaaething with rW :letters go
ahead I dont+; mind, k Well that all I suppose for tis tine I'll
write you again
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Bruce ,


