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Edgal' Stoesz 

I wee happy to be met at th~ Jaek90n au-port by Jane and Jake Friesen (and 
theu daughter Janet) upon antval at 11Mn. After a ,.uick drive•in lunch 

•we went to viait Dr. DAniel Beittel. Dr. ~eittel is t~e AP'SC repre.Jt11tAtive. 
and holds a number of other influential poeitiona and ia the former preaident 
of 'tougaloo College. He baa taku a pereenal interest in the Friesena and 
bas lent a great deal of mo:f•l auppel't. In our conversation he suggested 
among other tbinga that he is atill eom,inced that there is a place .for the 
Mennon1,tes and Friends to 'WOJ:k at this buaineaa of reconcilution without 
being fully identif1.ed with the lllOVement, Re alto halped UJ1 to see that tba 
democratic process th:featens existing power at.l'uctul'ea • both white and Negro· 
and that i.t will thWI meet with 1"eai8tance. 

In the evening Jake uid I met with the Valley Viev Community Center Board. 
Ten of the twelve mtpl,us, including Jake, were present, Jaka bad prepared 
th• ai;enda and personally taken it to each member to remind them of the meet• 
iAS and to use the ,occ&sioa to discuss othor bu.sine••· !he meeting was en-
tirely in the charge of the directors frcio the community. One could observe 
that they regarded this as their program and' that they were seriouely experi
menting with bow to be truly responaible. '?be major it- on the agenda was 
to decide if Jake llhould be permitted to l'em&in on the Board. It seemed that 
Jake bad reported certain irregularities i1l Head Start to the offic:Lal9 and 
this was being interrupted a, injurious to the Center. Since the dispute in
volved both Jake and c~ Cb4!.rman, Mr. Otho Willialll&, they were asked to leave 
Che roam and t alao e~cueed l!\Y4elf. 'l'bie gave m, an opportunity to serve in 
tbc role of peacemaker while ~ Jloard deliberated. B:, dismissing tu letter• 
1n question from consideration it was determined that j,otb had the Hme general 
hopes and expectat:Lon8 for the tuturn. 'l'hu&, when Jakf! agreed to write •nother 
lottor to 1nter_p:ret the 1.tem wh:l.c.b bad been m1eun~eretood in the prevS.oua corres
pondence, recon_ciU.atiou was aebie,,Ad. ll<>tb 11eeC1ed reUeved. When we were 
pe1.'mittod to To•enu-r Otho explained that the misundel'•tnnding had been cl-4:rified 
wh.ereupon the Board voted to reinstate Jske to full memb,!Jrship. Only later 
did we leatn tha.t ~lier they had voted to oxpell him. 'l'he move of reconcilia
tion was all the 1110:re encouraging when 1o1e learned that Otho b4d placed a $500 
bet (with chec:ke dravn) th.at Jake would be re<1uired to leave the co;nmUllity in 30 
dayu. 'We believe the :rif-t has been Cemporaril:, healed, peraJU:ting Jake -co con• 
tinue working at lbo probll!lll from the inside. but the fnctomwhich cauaed the 
dispute are otill there and, ·:1.ncident.ally, we are uncertain regardtng the cu:r• 
rent status of the bet. 

SE!'fflffi:ER 7: We arrived in Prentiss after a two hour drive. Here we visited 
with tl1e George Derksen couple who have been under Senior VS aseigrunent to RPI 
and the Pl'cnl:iss Institute since laet Novelll.ber. We also 84W HPI represent.a
tivesJaiaea Norman end Mre. llertba Johnson a.nd her son Dean. President and 
Aaautant respectively of the ln8titute, Mr, Derksen ha,i be1n wrn-ki.ng to im• 
prove the farm and thua rel:i.evo Mr. Norman to supervise the 380 dairy cows dia• 
tt1.buted to needy £4.ad.liea in tho five county erea and Mre, Derksen baa helped 
,,:I.th a clothing distribution program. 1.'beir work Ms had its f1'uotr-11tions. 
Derkaen gets caught in the undefined relatiollJlhip between HPX end Prentiss In• 
etitute and the laxiety ~lhich pormitted the ft\rm to degenerate to its present 
condition. In spite of these discouragements. be feels the cxp~ien.ce h.ae 
been invaluable. While the:, u:, not have been able to accomplish everything 
which others expected of them and they expected of themselves. they appear to 



bave auirpaased everyone'• expectatf.ons lo the area of reco11ciU.atio11. bridge 
buildi.D.g and public relations, Everyone frOCII llora11111 to the Jobnsoos agieed to 
that, In balance f.t la rrq oplaioA tbat Chey have made • 1110st wortbvbile con
tribution, 

Our retuxn route vae chosen co permit ua to v:lait the Delta Ministry cantor 
called Mt, Beulab located near !dw.rda, 'lb• only staff inllllnber"'" found in 
the six or so vast buildlnga 1/lbicb bad. foraerl)' been a ecbool '"8e Jrred Lowry 
who waa &bout to l«ave for an illlportant ltaff maetlllg 1n GreeavUle that even
ing, !be office of the dkec,tor 18 vacaut; tbe fuoda are U4ad up and goner• 
ally it appeared the whole operatio:11 bad all but ground to a halt, Before we 
left w• expre .. aad oar desire t.o remd,.11 1n touch and cooperate if p0&aible witb 
whatever ~ to be, 

'Iha. utual wae1'ly Valley Vlev camaualey 1Metu3 did not mat«rializ11 duo to con• 
flictlog meetings 1111d c~uently - bad aoaua time fur infrnmal diecllll8ione 
with people who happened to be arouud. 

SE1"lE'.!llll!lt 8: An early morning start pond.tted ua to be la the heart of dle 
Delta by mid1or11f,ng, A meat1Dg at tlae baa.a of ~ MooJ:e in Cleveland bad 
been- called by Titui, Bel1der, !l:C Peace Section repreaentat1ve, located at 
Meridian, Ita purpoaa •• to dlacuae ~ in 111\ieh to help Negro femiltes 
wbo are qeln.g ~palled from the plADtatlon• (f.D 11oma caee• atarved off) awl 
1D01;e partic.ularly, to study the feaai.bility of a truck fll.r181na, cannery co
operative, Mr, Moore bad f.n"1.ted a'1ale ten local paopie to meet 'lfith ue, Al10 
present wae Al Winham of th• Delta Mini•try 1taff, Before gett:l.ng at thi.a item 
of business we were aslted Co COIIS1dor e need for clothblg • more ~t1cularly 
ahoea • for children attendtns Heed Start or anabla to attend for lac~ of same, 
We were t<>ld that mny of thttse childre11 caine ~- the 2 0 900 Boliver County 
fami11u who have an annual 1nc01'le of leas than $500, We were also told tbat 
for w,ay llhite child that dies 1a thB Delta, oinll Negro cbUdren dle. l'he 
need is unmi.81Alcable aud c&ll!led. u• to propose to John Hostetler that MCC ••· 
semble 500 bundles cona111Cl!lg of a pair of ehoea, a pair of socks and warm 
sweater/neat Ghirt (approximately costing $10 each) for distribution by the 
Bolf.var Head Start social workors by November 1, 

Next we addressed oUTselves to the 1110re difficult question of bow the problem 
of abject poverty could be reduced if not elimf.Dated permanently. To our 
df.eappointnent, no plan \lhicb wae projected bad anytb.J.Dg approaching majority 
support, Later we were comforted to reaU.ze that the problem bad been 11tudied 
by eucb giants ae the li'ord Foundetf.on &n.d the l>eparcme.nt of Labor without we11 
& limited solution attempted. What are these raeher fonitdable obin:ac::lea? 

'l'he Delt4 ia a pl.ant8t1oD ecaoos,e,. 'lhis io vm:y little 1.nduetey, 
Plant:ations, until mecbaniso.tion of recent yeara, were dependenc OD 
Negi;o "S1avelt l11bo1;, \'bas the process of segreg,ation and exploita• 
tion are ae dnply ii:igi:ained he:re as anywhere and ai-e being relieved 
only aa feat as absolutely required by law and/OT as the need for 
such labor ie rep:taced by m.acbines a11d then often with no regard for 
the continuing reepon9ib1lity for theae people. When a Negro famS.ly 
comes off the plantation it is as dispoaaeeeed as poesible, 

' 
1'be land 1a valuable (ranging frc:,m $300•$500 per o.cr-e) and its sale 
ie d0llli1111toa by white citiseos of the area, 'lbue it is practically 
l.mpoasible for • ltegro family to even obtain rather modest plot. of 
land, 



.. 

!be Negr°'• of the Delta ka09 hov to do only Oil& thing and th&I: ia 
the IIDIJld.11" labor required t.o grow eott<>n. 'l'hey dG not. pos11eaa 
the 111d.llo.ueded today. 'lhe public ecbool• are the poorQt within 
the stac:. tolbich u reputad co have tb• poorest achoola ln the DLtlon. 

And so one could go on •nd on. l'b.e fact r-1119 that the taak la too great 
far nen bis agencies and no one ha• created a pla11 '411ch wuld perlllf.t e 
#OUP of q41!.clet to attack the probla joilltly, Ile were convinced that any 
attempt to eettle plantation faiai.lte, on fffall would neod to be baaed on 
lO!ll aC1'ag,e 11hich wuld in tul:'n requf.lre intenai"le f&rmtng like truck"'Vege• 
tal>la fa't1lWlg. 1t •• a~eed that flt1111 ehould be ancouraged to detensina 
what halp JD18bt be available frO!II a J"oundatioit which has cQlltacted him, end 
on 'IIIIAt earme, and the >:est of u• aareed to keep the ocher• informed of develop• 
manta. 

Slll"REMBE!t 91 our ftr~t call, after e ccmstderal>le delay, waa vi.th Sheriff 
Jack Cauthen ill e&llton. 121• wit pes:mitted us to oblMJrVe the gotng and 
coming in t:hi.a rather somber courthoa&e atmotlphere end to see the deputies 
ae they came and went. ':he d-nor <>f the alle:rl.ff •• stern (he aporcad 
a blaek ~• vhj.ch he 11olunteered '15:18 "legtu-i." • watever Wt waa meant 
to III08ll) but MA attitude aa axpreeead to ua va. conaiderably more mD<larate 
and parhapa .wen •ympathetic, Re e:,q>ressed •• appeared to be genuine 
apprec:f.Ation for IAMll: Che hie1!11eJ1• ware dotng ln Valley Viaw and sald h.e 
vultod thue vore more ~kar• l.ike them. By ~ord and deed ha ia capable 
of violmi.ce but it 'Wile aleo apparent that Wldernaatb (way dot111 under) he 
had a MCrt which e<>ulcl be appealed to. When asked if the civil right■ un
raat had rilaohed ~om he 11aid, ''No, there is mo:re yet to come." I g:ueas 
be knOlla imereof be speaks, 

NE!lrl: va etopped at the off:Lce of ltan De.An, 1n chal'ge of the Bwmn Relal:lone 
CoWlCil in Jack.on. Ju.at as 11l were getting to the meat of things he waa 
intar:ruptbd b1 a telephone call, This permitted WJ to contf.aue the coave,:rsa
tion vith a Mr, Drapp«r who ,ie.s wlth the ll'ederal Justice Depar011en1:. When 
asked '11hl' the J'wtice Departme11t (n:t) had not -de more arreata tn Mi111S.841ipl)i 
{i,e, 40 church bOlllbi.na, murdffs, otal) he said (implied) Justice u b,u-d to 
came l>y 1A a W.aaias:l.ppi court and in any c:.11se tl&ey did not 1ild.11t to put DLUsball 
law into operation. So the strategy 18 to b!ep some proasure on vhloh will 
require the regular etate and lOC4l offic:IJlle tG U.ve up to their trust. He 
to<> felt thingo had not hit bottblll. 

Af~r quickly 11igning a contract giving MCC $675 for Jake Friesen'& 8GrVicap 
to l{ead Start vo drove into thEt Negro aecrton of town where Wt"> bad lunch at 
the Al Willb.llm heme. Winba,ta 1a a tJCC l!lin11ter who bao become deeply f.nvelved 
in et:tempttillg to con-eat same of the !nju.tticea in Mi■s~sippi. 1le b&A been 
on the Delta Mintatry staff for almost two 1ear1,1 but "°"' their eonttnuatio,n 
appeared to be in qnesd.on. S.eetng the end in sight he appe.nred anxious l:O 
show eome concrete reaulte for his efforts, Specifi.cally his conswn1na 1ntere11t 
~• to set a cann.e,:y intci tho Delta - preferably Bolivar County -where Negroes 
appear to hsve a chnnce to integrate county goverment. He would l:i.lte to see 
the Mennonite& undertake u p1an wbicb would see t".ienty families settled in 
■ome krming aet up. One of the philoeopbical things he said w,10 that he hoped 
tho Negro would keep talkill8 about Bl«ck '.Power until they thl!l2!llelvea believed 
in it and then perbapa when both races ■peak from a I\JO?'e nearly equal poaition 



• 

• 

perhap• roeo11c111-st:l.on caD cab place. Viaham fe•~• the oppositi.oll to 
aesrasatlon baa srowu -re •ophl.ttl.c&ted but 11.ot necee&arlly lee11. lU.s 
conc.el"n \iaa cOlllllNllldllble and maJl1 :l.daaa goud b11t one bad to feel BOl!IG regrat 
over c:trc1111111tancet aD<l frue&:ntiolle vhi.cb 1:educ41 even atrong• c-itt..S people 
to ,. atat:e of duill111ionm.e1tt. 

S111"tl!Mll!a 10: After a one hour drive t wa with th• Cer:bard Buhlffa in Lex• 
:1.ngtClll, '1'bey &n-ived there one •Mk ago to undertolce a Senioi: VS •••igament 
at Sa:l.nta Junior College. After a ahon v1a1t 1A the~ cm• r0f1!D''apartment" 
ve wete joiAed by Mr. Sldth '1111.oee wife ia a cont:roverdal editor of the~
fpgt;on Advs:tia;5, l'raa Smit~ fl learned that Bob:ieo Count)' b4a beeo very 
active io the d1rtel0pmeut of the Wblte Cit:Llona Council. It enjoYJI (1) tbe 
reputatiou. of being one of the more radic:al count:Lea in the atAte arul the tantb 
poorest county io tha nation, Smith also told ua the price they have bad to 
pay for opposing the 1tatua quo in the County. 

Afta: a tvo bout •it ,.. vere givQQ a lwrTied fivG minutes w1th the Plcu1dent, 
Dr. !61.llmty. Sbe it a pet~ of eS.pUicant propord.OD8 - phyaica.117 and 
otherwlee. 'J:he campue ia a caldron of acti'rltiu for the benefit of all 
ase.. One hundred aillty p'l'e-echool agad ch:1.ldren participate in a fodffally 
financed llMd Sta'l't project. In ad.Sitton to the Jwi1or College wb:1.ch enroll■ 
aOl!lO 1eveney•f1ve 11tuc!e11t. thay alee, have a full elmantar1, junior aad H11tior 
high •chool. Also ba.aed at the 1ebool ia a fedoi-ally fiMnced ret:taillJ.ns 
progTam toir aCCIG th11etl hlJlldred 11118:ratoty agricultural laborere, tn tor.&l ovu 
one tbowrand people ere euolled iD. tbeee eovaral progr._, The Gchool u 
1upportea to 1cme extent by the Church of Goel 111 Chi-i.at denominad.on, Mt, 
lluhlQ'I' aervee ae the De.1\11 of lnatruoti.on end Ma:1, lluble1' v:1.11 be 1nvolved 
othenl11e - perhaps in the adult education program, 

t xeturne4 to Valley View for a 2r00 p,m, meeting of the Cred:l.t Uni.on. Due 
to conflicting 111eetf.llge a (lUOl'U!ll we not proe.nt and the lllCattng was adjourned, 
11111:nodi.a.t:4],;y Jake and t drove to Canton 'llhue we attended a. meeting of the Madi~ 
son County DU1Vcmant, 'l'he major item of buaiD.c.ae wee to dlacuae the econor!lic 
blackout t.he Negro col'llllWllity hoe i:apoaed ainee the t.ear gaeiug d1,1:ring , 
Meredith March, At points the meeting got iratber emotional. It 1,"lla apparent 
thlit some l!legroea are running out of patience. (I.. word alilloet coQSide.ed pro• 
fane f.n some circle,,) Thay are obvio11&ly experiment1ng ,11th the 1&11ea· of "black 
power" 'Wl;llle at the a11111e tiJae etie111Pting to fortify them.solves 111th moi-e of the 
eame, Also preeent at the me-1:ing va1 Rd King- who :I.I both DAtionally known and 
hated and vho 11 llCl'II a candidate for Co~eaa ee the l'reedOlil Democratic Pcrty
'l'epreaentative. 

SE~BR U: (Sunday) At Can.ton we were joined b;y the llublera and together 
we drove to J11okaon where we attended tho P'on.dren Preobyterian Cbur:ch, After 
a cafeteria diru:ter we drove to the llr. Beitte1 re11dence for desert aD.d an en• 
joyable aud enlightettin.g visit. In :mid.afternoon I took a flight for Nev Orleana 
where I was joined by Don Smu.ckal- for the two hour jet trip to l!e:x:l.co City, tt 
was good to be i:aet by tho P.ablo Stones, Mexico Reifa Project reprcaent:Ativo, 
and MCC workers .John lirachlet and Steve Aschliman, A ~o hour meeting with 
the Stonea, wo were scheduled to leave in the niorni~ ,,ias concluded ot midnight, 

SiP'lEMIIBR 12: At noon llon Smuck.er and I lei't for At~ODu;.lco in the company 
of the 11.eifer Project volunteers John 'llirechlor and Stave Aechlwn, After 
ow: 2s30 p,111. arrival t.1e had di!Ulel' and drove out to the village of Saint Larc.uo 
'Whore wo saw some potato., oats, bean1,1 and hog projects, 




