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Dean Helen Phelps Ba i l ey
Dean of S tud i e s
Bernard Co l l ege  -:
606 West 120 th  S t r ee t  . ’
New York 27, New York '

Dear Dean Ba i l ey ;

I would l i ke  to r eques t  a yea r ’ s  leave  of absence  from Barnard
Co l l ege .  I am present ly  en ro l l ed  in the  c l a s s  of 1965,  with Mrs. Tat iana
Greene as my adv i se r ,  My fees  fcr the f l l  term of t h i s  year  have been
oai d.

During the coming year  T nlan to  work on vo t e r -  r eg i  s t r a t i on  in
Albany,  Georg i a ,  as a s t a f f  me!nber of the otudent  Non— v io l en t
Coord ina t ing  Committee  .Th i s  group i s  an A t l an t a  based organizat ion
which grew out of the s i t - i n s  in 1960.  I t  i s  s t a f f ed  by co l l ege  g radua t e s
and by s tuden t s  who have temporari ly withdrqwn from co l l ege .  The
Student  Non-v io l en t  Coord inat  in Committee htf worked in the deep
South fo r  two yea r s .  They have been in Albary ,  Georg i a ,  s i nce
Oc tobe r ,  1961.

During the l a s t  few yea r s  I have beome progressively more
Invo lved  in the c iv i l  r i gh t s  movement. Last  Spr ing I was e l ec t ed  the
Chairman of Ba rna rd ’ s  Race Re la t i ons  Commit tee .  I have worked in
se t t l emen t  houses  in  Nev/ York,  have tulrored in Ear lem,  and have worked
on housing surveys  in Har lem.  For the  pas t  year  I have worked c lo se ly
with the Student  Non-v io len t  Coord lna t in  Committee in t he i r  fund
ra i s in s '  e f fo r t s  here In NewYork.

Much as the pas t  year  at Barna rd  has meant to  me, I f ee l  that
my involvement in the c iv i l  r ights  movement would make i t  Imposs ib l e
fo r  me to  do Jus t i ce  to the f i ne  educa t ion  ava i l ab l e  to me at Barnard
th i s  yea r .  Although T p l an  to f i n i sh  col lege  and eventually to
go in to  t i e  f i e ld  of Community Organ iza t i on ,  I f ee l  I must spend t i l s
year  in the  Sou th .

I a«” er sona lly Involved  because  i t  Is my f r i ends  who are oown
t l e r e ,  but J think tha t  the burning of four  churches  w i th in  one* month,
and the use of gunfi re  to main ta in  the  s ta tus  quo, r equ i te  an answer.
I t  Is a l so  veyyljcx Important t ha t  the p r e sence  of w} i t e  s tudents  in
the South be f e l t ,  so t ha t  the s i t ua t i on  can not ba de f ined  in terms
of black vs .  whi t e 1* but must be de f ined  ’n terms of segregst  ons
vs,  in tegregs t  ion.
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