
The New Barbarians

"Now boy, you go to wr i t ing  and write sis up a new day” .

Ma»aa Do l l i e  was speaking to * •  as I sat  c lo se  to  the hea t e r

in a l i t t l e  old house way back in  the woods of Lee County,  only eight

country Miles away from Shady Grove Bap t i s t  Church, burned down during

the summer.

This  was ’’Maaa”. Standing f iKe-fiMe, s t rong ,  resembling a proud

Indian wenan worn wi th  the years  but unbowed. She goos swi f t ly  about

the house spreading light in  a l l  the dark p l aces ,  challenging us a l l

to be hones t  to the best  in  us .  Kathleen Conwell of Skidmore had

worked in  Lee County on vo te r - r eg i s t r a t i on  a long with Peggie  Daxamond

of Bos ton  Univers i ty  and Penny Pa t ch  of Swarthmore. In sp i t e  of bomb

sca re s ,  shoo t ings ,  threa ts  — face to f ace  — of dea th ,  and the scarc-

i ty even of the bare  neces s i t i e s  of l i f e ,  we walked along lonely roads ,

f l i r t ing  wi th  dea th  but loving l i fe  enough to de s i r e  i t  for  o the r s .

”Mw»a” was a lways  t he re ,  a symbol of hope in  an x area where i t  seems

that everyone i s  too afraid to weep where the world can hear.  Here ,

we worked and thought t oge the r ,  always searching for the best  way.

Sometimes I wonder i f  the country knows tha t  deep in  the heart of

Dixie in. the la rid of hhxi Eas t l and  and Thurmond and Ellender and

' and Russe l ]  , there i s  a young band of "new barbar ians”  living

the bacKwoods wi th  the gentle people  of oppress ion .  I am afraid

that few know of our sufferings in  the Deep South.  Ore hears  that

the Student Non-Violent  Coordinat ing Com-iit tee i s  waging war,  non-violent

war against the po l i t i ca l  s t ruc ture  of the South by getting people  to

r eg i s t e r  and vo t e .  One hears that on such a da te  one,  two, th ree ,  four

churches have been burned and s ix  houses  have been shot  into by night-

r iders ,  that three persens have been shot  one man k i l l ed ,  but that they

have not s topped  in  a t tempts  to  r eg i s t e r  more peop le  in sp i t e  of over—

wke iMing odd a •
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Only a few know Larry Rubin of Antioch, and John O’Neal or Chico

I l l ino is  Univers i ty ,  A handful of people  in theof Southern
Jack

know iaatx Chatf ie ld  of Tr in i ty  College and Fai th Holsaer t  of..

the "now barbar ians” .  Our0 ol le ge obody real ly

Neb le t t

co uat ry

Barnard

coun t ry ’ s  people have not  seen the thinking man who wu ld  accep t

a ’63 Cadi l lac  for an opportuni ty  to suffer .  I t  i s  even harder for  o thers

dusty roads  in p lace  of the  four-lane ’ ’super  dupers"  of today.  I t  i s

hard for  a l aan . to  understand another who i s  willing to t r ade  right now

to identify wi th  those  of us who refuse to be succes s fu l ,  to be the bes t

no na t t e r  wha t ,  to climb the h ighes t  mountain no ma t t e r  how

ea ten ,  to kil l  before  you are k i l l ed .  The "new barbar ians” refuse  to

eat  in  RoMe or Greece  at  the bes t  t ab l e s  but  p re fe r  to share the hog-W

This i s  s t rong ta lk .  But there are those  who l ive i t

A ew day Must a r i s e  but i t  wi l l  never conewithout the consc ious  ef for
caiae

of ea rnes t  people  vrarking wi th  a l l  that  they are worth .  When we xjanat to A z
- sou thwes t  ' A

xnnkkflcrac Georgia in  Oc tober  1961 ,  we offered before the peop le  our minds

and bod ie s .  That was a l l  we had. Three months l a t e r ,  near ly  a thousand

bodies  and minds were being offered before us .  In Lee, Te r r e l l  and Sumter

coun t ies  wo are  r ece iv ing  comparable r e sponse  from the peop le .

In Sumter County there  i s  one r ecen t  example .  On Thursday, Dec-ember 6,

the home of , Trim Por ter  was burned to the ground. He had l e f t  two small

children at his home to go t o  a s to re  a couple of mi l e s  away. He returned

to find his  children frozen with f ea r ,  lying in a d i t ch ,  ffiien they  r e -

vived they  repor ted  that  a white man cane in  a blue car  and to ld  them to

it go down the road .

This man, the e ldes t  deacon  of the only church in Sumter County

which permits  us to have vo te r - reg i s t ra t ion  mee t ings ,  has been shot  a t ,

int imidated,  and now has been aSaked to leave Sumter County. This  man i s
an e lder ly  pe r son .  He has l ived in th is  a rea  a l l  his  l i f e .  He i s  t i red  and
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xx wants a to r e s t  from the world,  but he must find, new roo t s  in old.

age.

. this  is  typical  of t h i s  a r ea .  All  that poor wen have i s  the mind and

the body. All  that any men need i s  the body smoothly working and the d i s -

c ipl ined mind. These are our t oo l s  in  the Deep South — the mind and

t’euy. irnese are our armaments for non— violent  war.

>*e had smal l  s ca l e  s e s s ions  in non-violence with those  who would

l i s t en .  For even in Albany, where over a thousand times s t ee l  doe r s  were

slammed shut in the f aces  of honest men, people were afraid.  They were

afraid of the pa s t .  They have l ived with dark memories of lynchings,

curnings, s jo&tings ,  and sordid t a l e s  of bruta l i ty .  They are afraid of

the p r e sen t .  They have l ived ten in a family en fifteen dol lars  a week.

They have had only dreams of be t t e r  t imes where baby wi l l  get enough to

eat or there wi l l  he for Once in  a life be some money, one dol lar  in  a

bankx somewhere. T© have enough i s  an e ternal  e f for t ;  not a

por t ion,  just enough.

Ae spoke to the f ea r s  of the pa s t ,  offered to share, and shared the

fears of the present  and p ro j ec t ed  hope through faith in God and the

strength of fellowship.  This  has p rac t i ca l  value to us.  Fellowship i s

another form of uni j .  There i s  an indoctr inat ion caught in one negat ive

maxim: "Negroes don’ t  s t i ck  together” .  The other i s ,  "White i s  r i gh t . "

Black bodies i so l a t ed  under the suh have been subjugated for years  on

these two and one other — " Ja i l , "  a haimer son i s ten t ly  and success fu l ly

used by puppets  of segregat ion. But we broke the ha of " j a i l "  wither
another maxim: "A j a i l  i s  jus t  another house , "  and with t h i s  lever we broke

tne other two. Blacks s tood toge the r  and r e spec t ed  with a sense of personal

r e spons ib i l i t y  the judgement of b lack leadership.  I t  was a t  t h i s  poi r t  that

XX we began to educa te  the peop le  in the respons ib i l i t i e s  of c i t i zensh ip .
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l eve l .□sx k roo t sLarger numbers became involved i or., t le g ra s s  M

the center  of two congres s iona l  d i s t r i c t s  where one group of Men be l ieves

another has no r ights  he i s  bound to r e spec t ,  eyes have been opened,  men

once dead to hope and aspirat ion toward progress  have become alive to the

joys and challenger of a living cons t i tu t ion .  Albany i s  the cen te r ;  watch i t !

M In six yea r s ,  there  will be a black man s i t t i ng  in  congress  from

southwest Georgia .  Between now and then a great  many ’will run. Thousands

of Georgians w i l l  interpret  this  as an at tempt to gain cont ro l  of govern-

Kient everywhere from x federal  to c i t y  l eve l .  We wi l l  only smile.  For

memories wil l  flash back ac ros s  our consc ious  thoughts.  The days in

December when we met in  an old tent  in  Sas se r  where two churches burned,

where we met in  the rain,  where we huddled together  to keep warm end

l i s t ened  to repor ts  of hxxxx harrassment  , intimidation and p rog re s s  in

the coun t i e s  where we work. We wi l l  remember ouj; headquarters  in  Albany,
three

a kxxauE room house where thir teen of us gather for s taf f  meet ings  and

s t r a t egy  se s s ions .  We wi l l  never  forget the all-night skull s e s s ions ,

the soul-searching se s s ions  in  which we make bare our xfc a r t i f i c i a l

defenses  and share our f ea r s  and joys and hopes and suffocat ions .  We

at  educating the young and not-so-younfc inwill  remember the a t tempts

c i ty  and s t a t e  government the respons ib i l i ty  of c i t izenship ,  the p lace

of the churchta the meaning of sacr i f ice  and the ro l e  of the federal

government.  A black man in congress  from southwest  Georgia w i l l  be np

surpr ise  to us

But this  is  not the most important thing to wk wk watch for in

southwest Georgia. For many months now we have been cut t ing hard at  the

in the South.  As we search,  for vo t e r s  we are a lsoroo t s  of pre judice

searching for  open hea r t s .  In the backyyrdx of a bru ta l  monster  we make

the search,  two v i c t ims ,  one b lack ,  one whi te .  We stand before th i s  monst rous
sys tem of segregation and with a united cry from the depths of our f rus t ra ted
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sou l s ,  w® damn i t s  untruth and v ic ious  decep t ion .  Wile walking s t r ee t s

where once blood ran from b l ack  fo lk  and lynch mobs shouted in  d i s to r t ed

ecs tacym we dai ly ,  b lack  and whit© toge the r ,  s ignal  the death of t h i s

infamous mons t e r .  Young and f i l l ed  with the oy of living we perceive

the irony of the double standard.  We stand toge the r ,  black and whi t e ,
t

f ace  to face  wi th  the po l i t i ca l  henchmen of the South who have wres ted

power from ju s t i ce ,  and s«s&® claims on truth and love and l iber ty  and

human d igni ty  and freedom. Southwest  Georgia  i s  unkr_own now, but one

day somebody wi l l  do as Mama Dollie sa id  one day in  Lee County:  ’’Now

boy, you go to wri t ing and wri te  up a new day . "


