
UNITED STATES DISTRICT 0011AT 
FOR S0l1'l'Rli:RN DISTRIC'l' OF MISSISSlPn 

J.AC".6SON DIVISION 

---------------------·------ x 
l 

COUNCIL OF FEIERATED ORG.UIIZATIONS , 
et al. : 

Plantit'ts , 

L. .A. • RA.INEr, et &1. 
Datendants. -----------------x 

STJ.'l'E OF Mr5SISSIPPI) 
) SS, I 

COUNT! OF LEFLORE ) 

I 

: 

I 

CIVIL ACTION 

!«>, 3.599 (J) (M) 

_..."'l!w1Dwe~:-o·.Liog,hg;nr;~.~~.o~oniJ... ______ , being c:lnl,y sworn, deposes and says t 

I am 16 years old and live at 317 Noel Street , Greenwood , 

~l1saiasipp1. A group of CiVil Rights workers woe traveling 

from Charleston , South Carolina to Greenwood, J.riaa . by bus 

on June 9. 1963 . · The grou p ·consisted of ~~a . Fannia Lou 

Hamer, M1as Annelle Ponder, Mr. James ~/eat, M1sa Euvester 

Simpson, Miss Rosemary Freeman, and myself . On the trip 

from Columbus, loU.aa , ., to Winona, Miss ., our group sat in 

the front of the bus and occasionally sang freedom songs, 

When we got to 'llinona, the bus stopped at the 'terminal there . 

Everybody went into the terminal except Mrs. Hamer . ~ihen we 

got inside the terminal, our group sat down on the "white" 

aide . The l'linona Chi ef of Polioe came in and told us to 

"get over where you belong. " \'Ia got up and want outside 

the terminal . Soon the Chief of Police and a State Trooper 
I 

came outside and arrested us . tfuen aha saw ue getting 

into the Trooper ' s oar, Mr s . Hamer got out of the bus and 

asked us "should I go on to Greenwood?" We told her to 

go ahead, but the Trooper called out "Get that woman," 

and an unidentified white man grabbed her and put her in 

his car, The Trooper took ua to tile Nontgomsry County 

jail . Mrs . Hamar arrived in , the other oar about the same 

time. 

• 
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\'/e v1ere taken inside . The Trooper said , 11\\'ha t you nigger a come 

do1m here for?--a daJJlil d&monstration?" \1& all shook our heads 

and answ&red "no" . Then he said "You damn nigg&rs don't say 

1 no 1 to me--you say ' yes sir'" While he was saying thls, the 

county sheriff and the \iinona Oblef of Pollee came ln, accompanied 

by the same white man that brought Mrs , Ramer in. 

The Sheriff walked over and stamped Jam&s West's toe, and hit 

Euvester in the side with a ring o~ heavy keys , Then the Trooper 

que3tloned us . \'ih1le questioning llnnelle Ponder, he found out 

that aha lived 1n Atlanta, Ga. He told h.er, "I knew you wasn ' t 

from 1-11ss1sa1ppi ' cause you don ' t know how to say "yes air" to 

a 1·1hi te man , " Then \:).e turned to the rsst of ue and said "I been 

hearing about you blac)!: eons of bitches over 1n Gresnwood, rais1n.g 

all that heitl-- you come over here to \vincna, you ' 11 get the 

hell whipped out of you , '1 

He opened the door to the oell block and told everyaony to get 

inside . I started to go 1n with the rest of them and he said, 

"Not you, you black-aesed nigger. " He asked me, "are you a 

member of the NAACP?" I add yea . Then he hlt me on the cheek 

and chin , I raided my arm to protect my face and he hit me in 

tile stomach. He asked, 11\'lho runs that thing?" I anB1f6r&d, "the 

Jleople. " He asked, 11 \'lho pays you?" I said, "Nobody, " He said 

"Nigger, you ' re lying . You done enough already to get your neck 

broken. " Then the four of them--the sheriff, the chief of police, 
. 

the state trooper. and the ~lhite man that had. brought I>1rs . Hamer 

in- -threw me on the floor and beat me , After they finished 

stomping me, they said, "Get up, nigger. " I raised my head and 

tne white man hit me on the back of the head with a club 

'"rapped in black leather. Then they made me get up. My dress 

was torn off and my slip wee coming off. Blood wee streaming 

down mbe baok of my head and my dresa was all bloody , They 

put me in a cell with Rosemary Freeman, and called Annelle 

Ponder. I couldn' t see what they did to Annelle, but I could 

hGar them trying to makG her say, "Yea sir." When they brought 

her back, she was bloody and her clothes were torn . 
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About 5 minutes later the trooper came in and yanked Rosemary 

Freemen off the bed and bu rtip&d her up a gainst the brick 1{811 

of the cell t1·1o or three times. Then he turned to me and said, 

"Pull your dress do1m and 1vash of:f'--wben I come back in 5 minutes, 

you'd better be olean." I started to wash up but a man in a 

blue uniform told me to wait until we left, 

Then we heard the policemen shouting at Mrs. Hamer in her cell. 

Then they took her BOJDe\vhere into a different part Of the building. 

A 11 ttle wl11le later 1ve heard Mrs , Hamer hollering, "Don 1 t 

beat me no more--don't beat me no more . " Later they brought 

her back to her ceil ory1ne;. She cried at intervale duri ng 

the night, saying that the leg afflicted with polio was 

hurting her terribly. 

1ve a tayed in that jail day and night from SUnday till fuesday, 

when they booked us and informed us that we were charged with 

disorderly conduct and rea1eting arrest . \ve then went back 

to Jall untll \vednesday afternoon, wben a 13roup of SNOO people 

came from Greenwood to get us out of jail . \ve got back to 

Greemtood about 7:00PM on June 12, 1963. 

SWorn to and signed before me th.is~day of_::+fjtu~:L.. 
Signed: _________ _ 

Notary Public 
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